 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1Increased Fees for Expert Mental Health Evaluations
The State Supreme Court, as of July 1, 2007, will implement a new fee schedule for certain expert mental health evaluations conducted by clinical psychologists and psychiatrists.  Funding was part of the recently approved State Budget.

The fee increases represent an increase of up to 50% for certain evaluations.  Last year, there were 2,000 of these evaluations, most of which were performed by clinical psychologists.  

With legislative attempts to have less qualified mental health care providers render these forensic evaluations (due to a perceived manpower problem), it is hoped that the increases will encourage more clinical psychologists to provide these evaluations, especially evaluations for competency to stand trial, sanity at time of an alleged offense, etc.

Code 16.1-361 Competency to Stand Trial- Juvenile
was 
$300

new fee $400



 Court appearance- witness fee

was $100
no change

Code 19.2-175 Capital Sentencing



n/a

n/a



Competency to Stand Trial (CST)

was $200
new fee $400



Court Appearance- witness fee

was $100
no change



Mental Status at time of offense (MSO)
was $300
new fee $500



MSO and CST




was $400
new fee $750



Pre-sentence evaluation


was $300
new fee $400

.



Code 19.2-176 Determination of Insanity Prior Sentence
was $300
new fee $400

Code 19.2-301 Psychiatric Exam- Sexual Abnormality
was $600
no change

Code 37.1-70.8 Sexually Violent Predators

       was $5,000 cap    no change

(Where there was no increase, the fee is specified in state law)

Note the above increases are subject to the Governor’s approval of the Budget and official notice from the Virginia Supreme Court.

